Questionnaire

Please fill the following questionnaire which is given to you for a research on evaluating the Impact of Patent law on Software Industry in India. You are requested to answer the following questions by ticking the boxes, and/or writing in the spaces provided. The information you provide will not be passed on to any third party. Your response will be treated confidentially. Company names will not be reported and the survey data will be aggregated to ensure your company's and your anonymity. The information provided here is only for the academic and research purpose.
1. Name: - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _   

2. Name of Organisation: - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
3. Years of Establishment of organisation _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
4. Position: - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
5. Education: - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
6. Specialisation (If any): -_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
7. Experience in the current organisation: -_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
8. Total experience in the field: - _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
9. What is the ownership structure of your organisation?

a. Government  
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b. Private
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c. Public Limited 
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d. Non-profit



[image: image4.wmf]
e. Other (please specify)
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10. Which types of industry your software development is related with?  

a. Computer 
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b. Mechanical
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c. Electrical
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d. Civil
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e. Business method
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f. Management
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g. Banking
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h. Hospital
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i. Security Applications
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j. Electronic Publications
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k. Web Site Design


[image: image16.wmf]
l. Web Hosting Consultancy
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m. Services Database Design
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n. Electronic Commerce Applications
[image: image19.wmf]
o. Other (please specify): _______________________  
11. Do you think protection of your software products is necessary for you as an inventor and for your organisation as an Institution?

a. Yes

[image: image20.wmf]
b. No 

[image: image21.wmf]
c. Don’t Know
[image: image22.wmf]
12. How do you protect your software? 

a. Patent 

[image: image23.wmf]
b. Copyright
[image: image24.wmf]
c. No protection [image: image25.wmf]
13. Does your organisation conduct an active software protection policy?

a. Yes  
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b. No 

[image: image27.wmf]
c. Don’t Know
[image: image28.wmf]
14. Do you know that computer software is automatically copyright protected?

a. Yes 

[image: image29.wmf]
b. No 

[image: image30.wmf]
c. Don’t Know
[image: image31.wmf]
15. Have you or your organisation ever tried to register formally copyright or file patent for the invention relating to computer software which you have invented or developed? 

a. Yes 

[image: image32.wmf]
b. No 

[image: image33.wmf]


c. Don’t Know
[image: image34.wmf]
16. Have you ever visited Indian Patent Office Website www.ipindia.nic.in? 

a. Yes 
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b. No
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c. Don’t Know about the website 
[image: image37.wmf]
17. If yes, for what purpose?

a. For prior art search 
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b. For  information about the weekly publication of patent applications
[image: image39.wmf]
c. For getting information relating to patents and procedure 
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d. For general awareness about Patent Office India
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e. Other ( Please Specify): _______________________________________

18. Does your organisation sell its software in markets outside of the India?

a. Yes  
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b. No 


[image: image43.wmf]
c. Don’t Know 

[image: image44.wmf]
19. Does your organisation’s is considering about protecting its intellectual property when operating in foreign markets?

a. Yes 
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b. No 


[image: image46.wmf]
c. Don’t Know

[image: image47.wmf]
20. Has your organisation ever initiated legal action against another party for software infringement?

a. Yes 
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b. No 
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c. Don’t Know

[image: image50.wmf]
21. If yes, then on what grounds did your organisation initiate this legal action?

a. Patent Infringement

[image: image51.wmf]
b. Copyright Infringement
[image: image52.wmf]
c. Trademark Infringement
[image: image53.wmf]
d. Other (please specify) : ____________________________________

22. Has a third party ever initiated legal action against your organisation software infringement?

a. Yes 
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b. No 
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c. Don’t Know
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23. If yes, on what grounds did the third party initiate this legal action?

a. Patent Infringement

[image: image57.wmf]
b. Copyright Infringement
[image: image58.wmf]
c. Trademark Infringement
[image: image59.wmf]
d. Other (please specify): : ____________________________________
24. Following are some statements about patenting of software related inventions. Please tick the box and rate your opinion about the following statements:

	Sr. No. 
	Statement 
	Strongly Agree 
	Agree
	No opinion
	Disagree 
	Strongly Disagree 

	1
	Patenting software promotes innovation in the software industry
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	2
	Indian Government and Indian Patent Office is informing Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) about recent developments in Indian Patent Law and Policy  
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	3
	The Open Source movement is a threat to the Indian software industry
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	4
	If patent life particularly for software related patent has reduced from the statutory life of 20 years the SME’s in India would be benefitted from this shortened patent life
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	5
	Cost of Indian patent applications is high and it is affecting individual software inventor/ developer and also to SMEs in India
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	6
	There is a need to form more IPR help desk at Engineering, law and management Academic Institutes and also in Government Industrial areas.
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25. What are the important reasons, according to you, for software patent? 

a. Commercial exploitation (obtain exclusive rights to exploit the invention economically) 








[image: image90.wmf]
b. Licensing (obtain exclusive rights to license the invention in order to generate licensing revenues) 







[image: image91.wmf]
c. Cross-licensing (improve your bargaining position in the trading of your own patent rights in exchange for other firms’ patent rights)
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d. Prevention from imitation (protect present or future inventions by patenting the “findings around”) 
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e. Blocking patents (avoid that others patent similar inventions) 
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f. Reputation (patents as an element of evaluation of the inventors/research unit) 
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g. Other (please specify) ________________________________________

26. Whether your company has provision for providing awareness among the employee about Patent and other Intellectual property rights? 
a. Yes 
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b. No 



[image: image97.wmf]
c. Don’t Know
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27. If yes, which initiatives so far your organisations have initiated?
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

28. How much investment has been made by your organisation regarding protection of invention through patent and Other IP rights?
_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _

29. What do you think which is the major hurdle in filing the patent for your invention? 

a. Lack of Awareness
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b. No proper guidance
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c. No provision of Patent Agents/ attorneys
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d. High fees by Patent Office 
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e. It is time consuming ( by the time patent has been granted the technology becomes obsolete) 
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f. To obtain patent is costly system
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30. The main reasons for the use of IPR in the enterprises?

a. Protection of the invention 
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b. Financial stability
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c. Reduction of the losses due to non-authorized use of products
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d. Increase of the Net income from the registered products 
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e. Security and protection from unfair competition 
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f. Sustainable development
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31. The main reasons for not to use IPR in the enterprises

a. Fear of leakage of information 
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b. Insufficient knowledge of the procedures, resulting in de-motivation 
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c. Effort, time and money consuming procedures 
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d. High registration taxes and cost for the companies 
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32. What do you think about the impact of patenting of software product on the software industry in India? 

a. The industry will grow
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b. Patent system will retard the growth of the industry
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c. No requirement of patents to software 
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d. Copyright protection is enough and sufficient. 
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e. Not known 
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Date: 
Place: 








Signature: 

Name: 









Email: 









Contact No.: 
Note: After filling all the information please save the questionnaire and send its soft copy to Ravindra Chingale on mail id advchingale@gmail.com.  
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