QUESTIONNAIRE
For Patent Attorney/ Patent Agent: 

Please fill the following questionnaire which is given to you for a research on evaluating the Impact of Patent law on Software Industry in India. You are requested to answer the following questions by ticking the boxes, and/or writing in the spaces provided. The information you provide will not be passed on to any third party. Your response will be treated confidentially. Company names will not be reported and the survey data will be aggregated to ensure your company's and your anonymity. The information provided here is only for the academic and research purpose.

1. Name: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ _  _ _ _ 
2. Total working experience as Patent Agent/Patent Attorney_ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
3. Specialisation (If any): _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _  _ _ _ 
4. Total Number of Patent application drafted and filed _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ __ _ _ _  _  _   _ _
5. Number of Patent application related to electronics filed: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
6. Number of Patent application related to software filed: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
7. Number of application prosecuted: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _
8. Number of application litigated: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
9. Number of application granted: _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ _ 
10. Whether software can be protected under patent law?

a. Yes
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b. No
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c. Both protection under patent and copyright is required. 
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d. No answer
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11. Which type of software can be protected through patent act? 

a. Pure software 
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b. Software used to achieve some end product
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c. Software combined with any mechanical process
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d. Software associated with hardware
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e. Other (please specify) ________________________________________
12. What do you expect from patent office while examining software related invention?

a. Specific test has to be developed
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b. Laws and cases in other countries have to be considered
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c. Specific guidelines are required from patent office and should be included in manual of patent
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d. Speedy examination in minimum time
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e. Consistency in the decisions and orders 
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13. Which difficulty do you face while filing response to FER of patent application related to software invention?

a. No specific guidelines 
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b. Inconsistency of laws 
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c. No specific test to judge the invention which can differentiate between pure software and invention where software is one part of it. 
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d. Others (please specify) ________________________________________
14. Whether field of software technology is affected by recent laws of patent protection? 

a. Yes
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b. No
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c. Don’t Know
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15. On which of the following, you base your arguments while drafting specification, examining and responding to FER to the patent application related to software? 

a. International Search Report
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b. Written Opinion 
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c. Prior Art disclosed by applicant 
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d. Prior search by examiner
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16. According to you, what will be the better solution to remove inconsistency in the patenting of software inventions? 
a. Harmonization of the laws. 
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b. Firm guideline for examination of such types of inventions. 
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c. Shortening the term of protection from existing term of 20 years. 
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d. Others (please specify) ________________________________________
17. Have you read the Draft Guidelines for Examination of Computer Related Inventions (CRIs) published by Indian Patent Office?  
a. Yes
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b. No
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c. Don’t Know
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18. If yes, according to you whether these draft guidelines are useful to examine the software or Computer related inventions? 

a. Guidelines are well drafted and sufficient to examine. 
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b. The methods and test mentioned are enough to determine the patentability.   [image: image31.wmf]
c. Illustrations given in the guidelines are self explanatory. 
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d. Separation of technical and non technical feature in the invention is sufficient to determine the patentability of the invention. 
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e. There is need for more specific instruction to analyse for claim construction. [image: image34.wmf] 

f. Others (please specify) ________________________________________
19. Following are some statements about patenting of software related inventions. Please tick the box and rate your opinion about the following statements:
	Sr. No. 
	Statement 
	Strongly Agree 
	Agree
	No opinion
	Disagree 
	Strongly Disagree 

	1
	Patenting software promotes innovation in the software industry
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	2
	Indian Government and Indian Patent Office is informing Small and Medium Enterprises (SMEs) about recent developments in Indian Patent Law and Policy  
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	3
	The Open Source movement is a threat to the Indian software industry
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	4
	If patent life particularly for software related patent has reduced from the statutory life of 20 years the SME’s in India would be benefitted from this shortened patent life
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	5
	Cost of Indian patent applications is high and it is affecting individual software inventor/ developer and also to SMEs in India
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	6
	There is a need to form more IPR help desk at Engineering, law and management Academic Institutes and also in Government Industrial areas.
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Date: 

Place: 








Signature: 

Name: 









Email: 









Contact No.: 
Note: After filling all the information please save the questionnaire and send its soft copy to Ravindra Chingale on mail id advchingale@gmail.com.  
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