
Dear Prime Minister Modi-ji: 
 
We write to you on a manner of urgent importance. By way of background, we 
are intellectual property academics and researchers.  
 
Some months ago, we were tasked by the DIPP with helping draft a national IP 
policy. We attach the office order in this regard.  
 
Needless to say, we did all we could to assist and spent countless hours in 
creating a baseline document. We met with the government in Delhi and also 
advised that we would need meetings with as many stakeholders and members 
of the public so that we could elicit comments and weave these into the baseline 
document After a round of meetings and email exchanges between ourselves and 
the government, we submitted a draft version of this baseline document to the 
government.  Please find as attached.  
 
Around the same time, we learnt from the press that an IP think tank had been 
constituted by the government with the specific purpose of crafting the national 
IP policy. We were surprised that a policy committee was constituted for the 
very same tasks that we were initially entrusted with without so much as even a 
notice to us. We naturally wrote to the government immediately querying them 
on whether or not they needed us anymore and if so, in what capacity.  
 
After all, we had spent a significant amount of time and it was only reasonable to 
expect that they would at the very least have the courtesy of informing us of this 
new development. Not only were we not informed, till this date, we have not 
received any response to our communications addressed to the DIPP seeking a 
clarification in this regard.  
 
Surely, this is not the way to treat those that are willing to offer you time and 
expertise. The government often complains that academics do not make enough 
time to contribute to national policy making, and yet if this is the way they treat 
academics, it leaves us with little motivation to spend our valuable time on 
endeavours such as this. We know that governments often tend to work in 
mysterious ways, but it is beyond us as to why we were not even as so much as 
informed of this new development and had to learn of it from the press.  
 
Although we are very upset with the way that the government has treated us, 
please note that we will extend our fullest co-operation to the new committee 
and aid it, as best as possible, in its task of formulating a nuanced IP policy.  
 
We believe that the promise of this government lay in its claim to represent 
meritocracy and dissociate itself from the culture of cronyism associated with 
the earlier ruling party. We trust you will reinstate our faith in that promise.  
 
Thanking you, we remain: 
 
Most sincerely yours, 
 



 
Dr Shamnad Basheer 
Founder, SpicyIP, IDIA and P-PIL 
 
Yogesh Pai 
Assistant Professor, NLU Delhi 
 
 
 


