
 

PERMISSIBLE USE OF COPYRIGHTED BOOKS IN INDIA 
 
 

Private or personal use 
fair dealing for the purposes of private or 
personal use, including research 

 

Criticism or review  
fair dealing for the purposes of 
criticism or review of the book or of 
another work  
e.g. publishing of guide books 

 
 

Educational Instruction 
reproduction by a teacher or a pupil in the 
course of instruction  
e.g. preparation of course packs compiling 
photocopies of the relevant portions of 
different books prescribed in the syllabus, and 
their distribution to the students by educational institutions 
 

 

Copies for non-commercial 
public libraries 
- storing of a digital copy by a non-
commercial public library for 
preservation if it already possesses a 
non-digital copy 
- making of up to 3 copies for use of a non-commercial 
public library if the book is not available for sale in 
India 
 

  
Examinations 
reproduction as part of the questions to be 
answered in an examination or in answers to 
such questions 
 

 
Reading or recitation in 
public 
reading or recitation in public of 
reasonable extracts 

  
Reporting of current events  
- fair dealing for reporting of current events 
and current affairs 
- reproduction of an article on current 
economic, political, social or religious topics, 
in a newspaper, magazine or other 
periodical, unless author has expressly reserved the right to 
reproduction to himself 
 

 
Activities of educational 
institutions 
performance in the course of the 
activities of an educational institution 
by its staff and students, provided the 
audience is limited to such staff and students, 
students’ parents and guardians and persons 
connected with institutions’ activities 
 

 
Accessible format copies 
adaptation, reproduction, issue of copies or 
communication to the public of a book in 
any accessible format by: 
- any person to facilitate disabled persons 
to access the book for private or personal 

use, educational purpose or research 
- any organisation working for benefit of such persons, on a 
non-profit basis, for use by them 
 

 
Religious or official 
ceremony 
performance in the course of any 
bona fide religious ceremony or an 
official ceremony held by the 

government or any local authority 

 
Judicial proceeding 
reproduction for the purpose of a 
judicial proceeding or that of a report 
of a judicial proceeding 
 

 
Amateur club/society 
performance by an amateur club 
or society to a  
non-paying  audience or for the 
benefit of a religious institution  


